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Korea JoongAng Daily

[ZOOM KOREA] Using color to bring the
world together

Publshed: 30 2019 533

Communication is an act of exchanging words and ideas for most people, but Korean artist Ha Tae-im begs to differ.

“I don't think communication needs only words. | believe you can achieve true communication with colors, too,” said Ha who is
known as a color band artist. The 46-year-old painter draws bands of colors in curved shapes on canvas.

The Korea JoongAng Daily recently caught up with Ha, who is dreaming about making her own grand art piece with her
signature color bands in Yangpyeong, Gyeonggi, where her studio is located.

In the front yard of her studio, a structure titled “The Tower of Peace” stands under a thick, leafy gingko tree. The tower was
installed at Panmunjom in the joint security area of the demilitarized zone (DM2) to celebrate the first anniversary of the
meeting between leaders of the two Koreas. The historic inter-Korean meeting took place on April 27, 2018, where the armed

forces of both countries stand face-to-face.

Each blue and red band from the tower represents the South and the North, while the other color bands symbolize countries
such as the United States, Japan and China.

Ha said she worked on the structure in hopes of achieving peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Ha's spacious workplace is filled with works in progress. Watercolors and paint brushes of different sizes neatly hang on one
wall, while the other walls are filled with bookshelves.

As soon as she sat down for the interview, the artist began to talk about her childhood.

https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2019/07/30/etc/ZO0OM-KOREA-Us

ing-color-to-bring-the-world-together/3066145.html

The artist was born to abstract painter Ha In-doo (1930-1989) and traditional painter Ryu Min-ja, 77, as one of their three
children,

Ha and her siblings grew up playing with clay and paper. Art ran in her blood and she was adored by her father for that reason.

Her father used to tell her, “You are bound to be an artist.”

Ha's father dreamed of studying art in Paris with his daughter one day. But he was put behind bars for not reporting on his
childhood friends, who were wanted for being spies.

Even after being released from prison, Ha's father was deprived of the right to vote and lived in isolation for the rest of his life.

Instead of pursuing his own dream, he went to any length to support his daughter. He signed her up for a French language
institute and art classes,

Unfortunately, Ha lost her father to cancer in 1989 when she was 18.

Posted 30 Jul 2019

Ha wanted to keep the promise she made with her father. She left for Paris a year after her father's death.
But her mother, who knew nothing of the promise between the father and the daughter; tried to stop Ha from flying to Paris.
Ha's mother was extremely against the idea of her going abroad, and, eventually, Ha swore that she would never return home.

After graduating from the famed National School of Fine Arts, Ha stayed in Paris for nine years, but she eventually returned
home in 1999, mainly due to the Asian financial crisis.

With a 3-month-old baby in her arms, Ha settled down in a small room of her mother’s studio without knowing that life ahead
of her wouldn't be easy.

She had a ot to juggle. She worked many part-time jobs, from being an interpreter to a temporary teacher to a private tutor.
When she became financially stable, she opened a private art institute. Between work and raising a child, she received a
doctorate from Hongik University in Seoul.

Financially, life was getting better but the artist was physically and mentally suffering She could barely move her arms and the
pain further worsened her depression. After going through a divorce, she was mentally exhausted.

What tormented her the most, however, was being overshadowed by her late father's fame.

In her early days in Paris, Ha said all of her drawings were self-destructive because she thought of life as finite and considered
all the communication she had as incomplete. But as she found herself being better understood, she began highlighting texts
in her works, text she later deleted, leaving behind only colors. By doing so, she created the color bands that she still uses
today.

Most of the time, Ha focuses on simplifying shapes and highlighting colors.

For this reason, people who love her creations often say that her colors make them feeling relaxed. Ha, who has previously
struggled with severe depression, says she is also delighted by her drawings.

The artist is currently preparing to honor the 30th anniversary of her father’s death with an exhibition next year. The exhibition
will put her works alongside her father’s.

She once denied the existence of her father, but now she wants her father to be remembered. She believes that is the one
way she can return the love of her deceased father.

Ha added that her main work for the upcoming exhibition will be tentatively titled “Homage to Ha In-doo” or “Remembering
Ha In-doo.” In the drawing, Ha said she will draw just like her father did.


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2019/07/30/etc/ZOOM-KOREA-Using-color-to-bring-the-world-together/3066145.html
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A D | |ettante https://adilettante.com/review/cadences-ha-tae-im-helen-j-gallery/ Posted 3 Nov 2023

‘CADENCES' BY HATAE IM @ HELEN J GALLERY

November 3,2023

On a meditation on passing, Ms. Ha Tae-Im showers the world with a wonderfully inventive display of
harmony in the flow of time with her ‘Cadences’ opening at Helen J Gallery. This balancewith its
unequivocal passing is beyond preconceived notions of a static equilibirum perspective; yet it is
precisely in this idea of balance with motion with the absence of vigorous force which the painter excels
at demonstrating.

Her swimming forms in technicolor bravado, once more, are not strenuous. This is mastery in informing
the world with beauty as necessarily absent of beast.

UnPssage No. 231019, 2023y Ha Toe I Acyicon Carvas. 44.112x63.75¢in (1 ristandHelen) Galery.

And with this distinction in the refinement of human goals, towards the beyond mortal, we have new
renditions of contact, gold, and even a positive attribution of hodgepodge with her eclectic panorama of

reflective acrylics. Where each of these words may have that abrasive, jarring, messy suggestion, we
instead of a deeper intuition on what the human mind may possibly relate to. And with this elevation, we

. . . . have the experience of High Art.
True justice is beautiful to realize. It is not hasty, rancid, vengeful. We do not, in her wise color choices, P e

experience a traumaticreverie but instead a celebration of a balance of animation with softness. Her

primary canvas colors do not, in other words, excite toward mania, but give s a sense of coofing; To add memories to one’s life which provide with upmost certainty true knowledge of harmony is
temperance quintessentially. And it is with her choice of curvilinear forms which add to the dangerous knowing for certain one is pursuing true happiness.

complexity which acts as a triumphant hurdle to be carried over in the sensations of the mind of the

viewer.


https://adilettante.com/review/cadences-ha-tae-im-helen-j-gallery/

NewAuto Post

Home » Auto Newsroom
“A f-a-kind bination” Bentley 1 hes Korea Limited
Edition

Reporter Kim Ye-eun

o @28 S, subscribe

Bentley Korea (hereinafter referred to as Bentley) has incorporated abstract paintings by famous domestic

artists. limited edition The model was announced on the 26th.

Bentley unveiled the 'Continental GT Korea Limited Edition' created through collaboration with abstract
artist Ha Tae-im at 'Bentley Tower' in Jangandong, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul on this day. Bentley's bespoke

department, 'Mulliner', released the limited edition model after about a year of collaboration with Ha.

https://newautopost.co.kr/en/auto-newsroom/article/757 16/

The accent color for each vehicle is applied to the color strips on the body kit, seat stitching, and bullseye

air vents.

This is the first time in the brand's history that the diamond knurled bullseye air vent has been painted in a
color other than silver chrome.

For the first time ever, color bands are engraved on the door scuffs, and color bands are also reflected on

the dashboard and headrests.

Posted 28 Mar 2024

Ha met with reporters that day and explained, “I thought Bentley itself was a high-quality work of art, so T
didn’t want to overdo the design,” and “I wanted to add my own drawings to Bentley’s elegance.” He

added, “Bentley didn’t impose any restrictions on materials or implementation methods, so I was able to

use my imagination even more.”

The basic model of the Korea Limited Edition, the Continental GT, is equipped with a 4.0L V8 twin turbo
engine, producing a maximum output of 550 horsepower and a maximum torque of 78.5 kg m. In addition,

and the world's first electronic active roll

it is equipped with an 8-speed dual-clutch
control system, 'Bentley Dynamic Ride'. The official sales price of the Korea Limited Edition is 4 million

won including VAT and will be delivered to customers sequentially.


https://newautopost.co.kr/en/auto-newsroom/article/75716/

SayArt https://sayart.net/news/view/1065669238951077 Posted 6 Nov 2024

Exploring the ‘Compulsive Beauty’ of Ha Tae Im’s Art at POSCO Art Museum

Nao Yim % /P

Moving into the 2000s, Ha’s works, such as those from 2006 and 2008, demonstrate an
increased emphasis on layering and removing colors in a repetitive process. This phase represents
her gradual shift towards abstraction, developing her unique visual language. Her technique
evolved into what she calls the “Color Band” series, which has become her iconic style over the

years.

The exhibition showcases Ha'’s signature Color Band series from 2014 to the present, a collection
that captures the essence of her abstract language through large-scale compositions. These
dynamic works feature curved patterns and non-linear abstractions, engaging viewers and

encouraging them to immerse themselves in the surrounding environment.

@] poscé

In a unigue sensory approach, the exhibition incorporates olfactory elements through a = L4
collaboration with a perfumer, allowing viewers to experience Ha’'s work in a multi-sensory = = = /|

context. The added dimension of scent enhances the emotional and aesthetic impact of her OnHa Tae Ini's Compulsive béauty

10.29 /12.08

artwork.

Un Passage No.241036, 181.5x291cm, 2024, Acrylic on Canvas, Courtesy of Posco Art Museum
Through this retrospective, visitors can explore Ha Tae Im’s journey from the perspective of both

The POSCO Art Museum is currently hosting a special exhibition titled “Ha Tae Im: On Compulsive visual pleasure and deeper emotional resonance. The exhibition’s focus on the hidden emotional

Beauty,” running until December 8, 2024. This exhibition offers a comprehensive view of Ha Tae tension within Ha's art highlights her dedication to portraying a sense of compulsive beauty—a

Im’s 30-year artistic journey, displaying over 50 of her paintings, including both early works and . R L . . o
beauty that exists not just on the surface but is imbued with persistent, almost meditative

her most recent creations. Known for her bold use of color and rhythmic forms, Ha's work

. . o § . . engagement with her art.
promises to deliver a striking visual experience that encourages viewers to delve into the

emotional depths behind her artistry.
As Ha continues to develop her artistic language, this exhibit at the POSCO Art Museum is a

Ha Tae Im’s art journey began in 1995 during her studies in France, a period reflected in her early celebration of her commitment to color and form, drawing audiences into a rhythmic interplay of

works, where she captured her struggles with communication in a foreign land through visual OPEN,

e 202-10:00-18:00.

complex beauty that underlies Ha Tae Im’s distinctive aesthetic. 10:00-20:08 K momun
p y £ 11:00-16:00 posco

visual harmony and introspection. It is an invitation for viewers to experience the profound and
symbols and vibrant hues. These initial pieces serve as a foundation for her distinctive use of color,

marking the early stages of her evolving style.

The poster of the exhibition, Courtesy of Posco Art Museum


https://sayart.net/news/view/1065669238951077
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Sina Finance

https://cj.sina.com.cn/articles/view/7390874094/1b887c9ee001017rht
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