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Soluna Fine Art is delighted to present Kim Duck-Yong’s second solo exhibition
‘Auspicious Dream’ across its two gallery floors in Hong Kong. Alongside Kim'’s
iconic mother-of-pearl series of ‘Ocean Rhapsody’ (oceanic sceneries), ‘Borrowed
Scenery’ (partial ocean views in window frames), and ‘Scholar’s Accoutrement’
(books and objects on shelves), the exhibition will debut nine new works and se-
ries titled ‘Auspicious Dream’ (2023), depicting pearlescent night landscapes. Kim’s
continuous philosophical exploration of materials, which echo the traditional Eastern
Asian heritage, enables the viewers to have new experiences of art and nature with-
in the modern context. ‘Auspicious Dream’ will be on view from 11 May to 30 June
2023, with an opening on 11 May (Thursday), 6 - 8pm.

The word ‘auspicious’ describes signs of luck in unforeseen situations. It also re-
flects humanity’s hopes and prayers to the universe across all religions. When ‘aus-
picious dream’ is translated into Korean and Chinese (X 2% ; REEHE), the
etymology is more concerned with humanity’s primordial awareness and conviction
that there are magical forces in the universe bringing blessings and fortunes. More-
over, for over thirty years, Kim has been building his modus operandi by painting pri-
marily on aged wood and eventually integrating mother-of-pearl. Despite the heavy
limitations of natural materials compared to painting on canvas or paper, he had
always preferred raw, authentic portrayals of nature. Kim’s undaunted workmanship
may also be considered his humanistic endeavor, a form of prayer, to maintain a
close relationship with mother nature.

At the core of Kim Duck-Yong’s solo exhibition, ‘Auspicious Dream’, are representa-
tions of the cosmos, ocean, and human home, symbolizing the infinite connectivity
between humanity and nature. It also contains the tri-conceptual idea of Heaven-
Earth-Man in the Confucius scriptures of TYiJingl and Zhong Yongy empha-
sizing that Man came into this world through Heaven and Earth to live in harmony
with mother nature. Kim has continuously sought new ways to represent nature and
the timelessness of the materials by exploring the theme of Heaven-Earth and time-
space, which evoke a sense of wonder about the universe.

In the new series, the artist meticulously renders the nocturnal landscapes infused
with sublime qualities: the vast universe, cosmic spirals, and lights. According to Er-
man Kaplama, philosopher of aesthetics, in ‘The Cosmological Aesthetic Worldview
in Van Gogh'’s Late Landscape Paintings’, sublime art moves human imagination
differently than the experience of beauty. Whereas the ‘beautiful’ connotes a stat-
ic objective quality, the ‘sublime’ connotes a fluid elemental force beyond human
comprehension, like the forces of nature, functioning to extend viewers’ imagination.

The spiral of light is one of the main recurring themes in Kim’s work titled ‘A Profound
Space’. In Dionysian, a philosophical concept that embraces the human nature of

chaos and irrationality, the spiral symbolizes the continuous cycle of creation and
destruction, the process of ‘becoming’, and the necessary excitation for the con-
tinuation of motion and life. Moreover, the spiral’s centric cosmic heat emits light
onto the mountains below, fueling the activities of the cosmos and humanity. The
metaphysical interpretations of cosmological aesthetics in Kim’s landscape paint-
ings reveal the fundamental truth about the essence of beauty that transcends life
and death.

About Kim Duck-Yong

Kim Duck-Yong (b. 1961) was born in Korea and
received his B.F.A. and M.F.A. from the Depart-
ment of Painting at Seoul National University in
Korea. By integrating both traditional and con-
temporary practices in his work of art, he, on one
hand, follows the tradition of oriental paintings by
using ancient wood as his canvas, which allows
the viewer to sense the warmth of nature through
minor details. On the other hand, by highlighting
the importance of traditional materials and paint-
ing key iconographies that echo with his herit-
age, Kim primarily explores the contemporary
mechanics of Korean society. In other words,
Kim’s paintings reveal the change of time with
its attribute of intergenerational transience that
overarches old and new histories. With works
placed in important institutional collections in
South Korea such as the National Museum of
Modern and Contemporary Art, Seoul Museum
of Art, Park Soo-Keun Museum, and Gyeonggi
Museum of Art, Kim has been recognized as one
of the established artists among the Korean art
scene.
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A Profound Space

Mother of pearl,
120 x 200 cm
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A Profound Space

2018
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
122 x 180 cm

A Profound Space

2021
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
100 x 95 cm
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Light_Auspcious Landscape Light_Auspcious Landscape

2023 2023
Wood ash, mother of pearl, mixed media on canvas Wood ash, mother of pearl, mixed media on canvas
73 x61cm 160 x 140 cm
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Auspicious Space

2023
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood

50 x 50 cm (9 piece each)
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Borrowed Scenery_Time & Space

2023
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
85 x 120 cm

Borrowed Scenery_Time & Space

2023
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
100 x 140 cm
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Borrowed Scenery

2022
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
84 x 100 cm
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Chaekgeori-Homing

2021
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
70x99 cm

Scholar’s Accoutrement

2022
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
78 x 112 cm
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Scholar’s Accoutrement

2021
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
76 x 98.5 cm

Borrowed Scenery

2020
Mother of pearl, mixed media on wood
100 x 85 cm
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Kim Duck-Yong £1&8E
(b. 1961, South Korea)

Education

B.FA.
M.FA.

Painting, Seoul National University (Seoul, Korea)
Painting, Graduate school of Seoul National University (Seoul, Korea)

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2023

2022
2021
2020

2018
2017
2016
2015
2013
2012
2011
2009

2008
2006
2004

2003
2002
2001

Auspicious Dream, Soluna Fine Art (Sheung Wan, Hong Kong)
Auspicious Dream, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

5 2 BH& Abel, Youngeun Museum (Kyungki-Do, Korea)
Homing, Nama Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Ocean Rhapsody, Soluna Fine Art (Sheung Wan, Hong Kong)
The Light and Grain, Soul Art Space (Busan, Korea)

Artist of AMI, Ami Art Museum (Dang-jin, Korea)

Between, Soul Art Space (Busan, Korea)

Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Susan Eley Fine Art (New York, USA)

Soul Art Space (Busan, Korea)

Keniji Taki Gallary (Nagoya, Japan)

Gallery Hyundai, Dugahun (Seoul, Korea)

Gallery Hyundai (Seoul, Korea)

Gallery Hyundai (Seoul, Korea)

Keniji Taki Gallery (Tokyo, Japan)

Kim Duck Yong, Zadok Bern-David (I-Myu Project, London, UK)
Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Hakgojae Art Center (Seoul, Korea)

Galerie Hellhof (Kronberg, Germany)

Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Gong Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023
2022
2021

2020
2019
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izl ol Zethrl A2 YA-S7} Seoul Museum of Craft, (Seoul, Korea)
Ode to the Moon, Soluna Art Group & Korean Cultural Center (Central, Hong Kong)
20th Anniversary Part 1, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

PRISM, Soluna Fine Art (Sheung Wan, Hong Kong)

Full Moon, Soluna Flne Art (Sheung Wan, Hong Kong)

Soaring, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Sungnam’s Face: Home (Sungnam Cube Museum of Art, Sungnam, Korea)

The Allurements of Still-Life, Muan Seungwoo Oh Museum of Art (Muan, Korea)

2018

2017

2016
2015

2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

2009

2008

2007

2006
2005

2004

2003

2002

Borrowed Landscape, Woljeon Museum of Art Icheon (Icheon, Korea)
Autobiographical Love: Beautiful, Gallery Marie (Seoul, Korea)

My Story, Gallery Joeun (Seoul, Korea)

Korea-UAE Art Exhibition: Woman and Nature, National Theatre (Abu Dhabi, UAE)
The Secret Garden of Prince Anpyoeng, Zaha Museum (Seoul, Korea)

Allme invitation Exhibition, Allme Art Space (Seoul, Korea)

The Sea &, Gallery Joeun (Seoul, Korea)

Gallery Joeun (Seoul. Korea)

Antique Furniture and Contemporary Art, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)
Innumerable Changes: Ceramics In A Picture, Woljeon Museum of Art Icheon (Icheon,
Korea)

Beauty: Beautiful People, Seoul Museum (Seoul, Korea)

Exhibition of Celebrating for Opening Gallery, D Gallery (Gwangju, Korea)

Figure, Panorama, Jeonbuk Museum of Art (Jeonbuk, Korea)

Exhibition of A True-view Landscape Paintings, Interalia Art Company (Seoul, Korea)
LEEHWAIK GALLERY 10th Anniversary, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Soul of Line, Ungno Lee Museum (Daejeon, Korea)

In the Midst of the Korean Contemporary Art, Gallery Hyundai (Seoul, Korea)
Exhibition of Traditional and Contemporary Paintings, Kyungwoon Museum of Art (Seoul,
Korea)

Artists and Moon Jars, Gallery Hyundai Gangnam Space (Seoul, Korea)

The Still: Logical Conversation, Gallery Hyundai (Seoul, Korea)

Small is Beautiful, Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Contemporary Artists Preview, Art seasons Gallery, (Singapore, Beijing, China)
Opening Ceremony for AG Gallery, AG Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Asian Week, Gallery 27 (London, UK)

The central Exhibition of Korean Contemporary Art, Korean Arts Center (Korea)
Exhibition of faces of Sungnam, Sungnam Arts Center (Sungnam, Korea)

Exhibition of Today’s Four Artists, Sun Gallery (Seoul, Korea)

Paint the literature, Bukchon Art Museum (Seoul, Korea)

Invitational Exhibition of Jebiwool, Jebiwool Art Museum (Gwachon, Korea)
Exhibition of Korea Poems Contained on the Fans, Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea)
Painting on Wood, Gallery Cho (Seoul, Korea)

Exhibition for artist awarded at Dong-A fine art festival, Sang Gallery (Seoul, Korea)
The Exhibition for Life and Humor in Days, Sejong Center (Seoul, Korea)

Oriental Painting Paradiso, Posco Art Museum (Seoul, Korea)

Prince and Princess, Gallery Hyundai (Seoul, Korea)

Celebrating Exhibition for Opening Park Soo Keun Museum, Park Soo Keun Museum
(Yanggu, Korea)

Seishin Exhibition, aichi gallery (Nagoya, Japan)

The 2nd Exchange Exhibition of Korea & Japan Art, Gong gallery (Seoul, Korea)
International Contemporary Art, Sejong Center (Seoul, Korea)
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2001

2000

Grand et Jeunes d’Arjourd’hui, Espace Auteuil (Paris, France)

Fellow Artists awarded at Dong-A fine art festival Exhibition, The National

Museum of Contemporary Art (Gwacheon, Korea)

Invitational Exhibition, Celebrating for Opening Gallery, Jebiri Gallery

(Gwacheon, Korea)

The 1st Exchange Exhibition of Korea & Japan Art, Gong Gallery (Seoul, Korea)
Exhibition of 24 years Ceremony for the Sun Gallery, Sun Gallery (Seoul, Korea)
Korea painting New Millennium Exhibition, Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea)
Seoul National University in the New Millennium, Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea)
Dong-A Grand Art Invited Exhibition, lImin Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea)

Selected Fairs

20283  Korea Galleries Art Fair, Leewaik Gallery (COEX, Seoul, Korea)
Art Central, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC, Wanchai, Hong Kong)
2022 Fine Art Asia, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC, Wanchai, Hong Kong)
Homing, Art Central, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC, Wanchai, Hong Kong)
KIAF, Seoul Art Space (COEX, Seoul, Korea)
KIAF, Leehwaik Gallery (COEX, Seoul, Korea)
Art Busan, Leehwaik Gallery (Busan, Korea)
Art Paris, M9 (Paris, France)
2021 Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Leehwaik Gallery (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates)
KIAF, Leehwaik Gallery (COEX, Seoul, Korea)
Fine Art Asia, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC Wanchai, Hong Kong)
Art Central, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC Wanchai, Hong Kong)
Art Busan Leehwaik Gallery (Busan, Korea)
2020  Fine Art Asia, Soluna Fine Art (HKCEC Wanchai, Hong Kong)
Abu Dhabi Art, Leehwaik Gallery (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates)
Collections

National Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art Korea (Gwacheon, Korea)
Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea)

Park Soo Keun Museum (Gangwon-do, Korea)

Gyeonggi Province Art Museum (Gyeonggi-do, Korea)

Korea University (Seoul, Korea)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Seoul, Korea)

Korean Embassy in Switzerland (Bern, Switzerland)

Grand Intercontinental Hotel (Seoul, Korea)

Daeyang Shipping Co.,Ltd. (Seoul, Korea)

Jeju Phoenix Island (Jeju, Korea)

Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority (ADTCA, UAE)

Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research (ECSSR, UAE)
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About Soluna Fine Art

Soluna Fine Art is a gallery specialising in Asian fine art and objects with deep roots in South Korea.
Our mission is to revitalise interest in Eastern aesthetics and philosophy by showcasing estab-
lished and emerging artists and works of traditional value with contemporary interpretation. Works
by artists represented by Soluna Fine Art can be found in private collections and institutions around
the world. As well as exhibitions, our annual programme includes fairs, educational initiatives and
multi-disciplinary collaborations on an international level.

Gallery opening hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 6pm

For press inquiries, please contact:
Bess Yung at bess@solunafineart.com or +852 9554 5272

Follow Soluna Fine Art:

Instagram (@solunafineart),

Facebook (facebook.com/SolunaFineArt),
Artsy (artsy.net/soluna-fine-art)
#SolunaFineArt

BAh5Soluna Fine Art

Soluna Fine Art@—ZKEBEMAEITE EENEMTRIER - NIRRT REM R
RERCEBESZNEREENIER  BEBEAMYRSEZBNE2HEHE - Soluna Fine Artfl
HRIRE AT R BIIEMITHWANA R Z B FA AU EAE - IRERAMNRE 25 - HMEF
MEREBFE L 2 HERNEESR - XEETZ TSRS -

EENRE  ES”EEH/ > R ETISERR ISR

EIIREEE - M4 :
contact@solunafineart.com = +852 2955 5166

8% Soluna Fine Art:

Instagram (@solunafineart),

Facebook (facebook.com/SolunaFineArt),
Artsy (artsy.net/soluna—fine—art)
#SolunaFineArt

29



GF, 52 Sai Street, Sheung Wan FIBFa#5255 4
+852 2955 5166 | contact@solunafineart.com | solunafineart.com



