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AATONAU

Waosun Cheon: Crafting Wit
Sincerity

vy st .

Through iy exploraton of koth form and functon, | have sought to create arl that resenates with the pople and

experiences that have shaped me.

Who is Woosun Cheon?

1am a sikilind matal craftaman based in Kama.

Where are you from and how does that affect
your work?

Boin in Seaul. South Korea in 1974, | studiec

1 8t university. The peog duting thet time

gre s rking attitude, mindsat, and future plans. My creatians fram that perios continue t e

axibitad anc o

oy pUDSS Insttutions.

What kind of works do you create?

In 7015, 1 agan creating jar series that raintar

by diviing visualy anp shap smallar units ang
recenstiucting them using thin mets wites. Through this process, | sm Lo express sbstract ideas that diverge Tram Lisditians!

concapts,

https://aatonau.com/woosun-cheon-crafting-with-sincerity/

Who are your biggest artistic influences?

Posted 11 Dec 2022

What professional goals or aspirations do you

I timest » - S have for the near and distant future?
where | foc, i famTar forms, ta my more recent gatlery work thal exploces 1 am thrilled ta be i ide i peaming sala exhibition. Exch piece has been crafted with
the intarsaction of tradition and madarnity, my art has always bsen 3 raflecton of the paople n: me. atte 10 detad and | am eager for: )

How has your style changed over time?

In my cacser wark, | us

inas, and fices to create my bwn unique acsthetic. and | continued ta develop and refin this style aver
time. In more recent years, | have tumed my attention to pottery. Using the traditions! Jar form as & venicle for exprassing intangible
valuas and meanings. Through my exploratian of both farm and function, | have sought to create art that rmasnates with the peopi

and experences that have shaped me.

My work Is constanty evolving 55 | ple and o me. 1 sm ¥
wrays to expriss mysalf and 1o push th boundaries of whatis passle in my art. Whether thraugh the use of taditional techniqus ar

mora experiments! approaches. | stve to create work that Is both meaningtul and thought-preveking.

Which of your works or series of works are you
most proud of?

As s mets! craftsman, | take great pride in my work. | beveve that every piece | creste is precicus. but | slso recognize that time can

Sometenes Mk Us ragret o choicas, Howavar, | 503 my past work ans futurs work as

tinuous jaumay, and | am confidant that

i1 continue to creste with sincerity. | will eventushy be ssusfied with all of my creations.

and passion mat oy

creations. Despite thal may arise, cenmitted Lo continui cefine

If you could ask the next artist we interview
any question, what would it be?

WIhat, inyour opinion, Is ha most crucial aspest for an arvst to consider?




LO EW E FO u n d atl O n https://craftprize.loewe.com/en/craftprize2023#craftprize2023 Posted May 2023

Name of finalist: Woosun Cheon
Country/region of entry: Republic of Korea
Name of work: 'Open Vase0622'

Category: Metal

Materials: nickel silver, copper

This modern interpretation of a jar combines a traditional form with
contemporary aesthetics to produce an object which straddles the
boundary between the functional and decorative. Created from nickel
silver wire that has been welded together and soldered with silver in
delicate cross sections, each plane overlaps to produce a complex
arrangement and is finished by sandblasting and hand sanding to
create a smooth finish.




Korea JoongAng Daily

'I O J-STYLE

Bending the rules:
The twists and turns
behind the wire art
of Cheon Woo-sun

Artist explores concept of liberation through
rejecting preconceptions of regular vessels

https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-08-19/culture/artsDesi

an/Bending-the-rules-The-twists-and-turns-behind-Cheon-\Woosuns-wir

e-art/2115584

AS A MATTER OF CRAFT
A old cultural genre in Korea has been
gaining new recognition on the global
Stage: crafis. From finalists at the Loewe
Foundation Crafi Prize o featured artists
in mumerous exhibitions overseas, the
crafis of Korean artists have, as a matter
of fuct, become reputable works of rt. In
this series, the Korea JoongAng Daily in-
terviews contemporary crafispeople who
each specialize in a certain medium that
uniquely represents the prestge of Kore-
an tradition and culture.

BY SHIN MIN-HEE

GOYANG, Gycony l\(’y say that
you ar what you ct. « But for Cheon
sun, the 48-year-old muakm!lh,
TR
Lincar becomes three dimensional
in Cheon's metal wire vessels, as they
are created by curving, g and
welding slmlgm mbp s cop-
wires ogeher o become what the
desaloes 28 "dpn vasear
The name was given duc 1o the
gaps that naturally form between the
Wit making e bulbousobjcts -
viously unsuitable to hold
Cheon doesnt emphasize the e
it's the gaps that serve as both the
‘means and the goal of his wo
“Ithink they're a representation of
my personality,” he told the Korea
JoongAng Daily in an interview at his
studio, peacefully situated among the
(quaint fields in Goyang. “I dun t like
feling imprisoned and constantly
wwant freedam. I avor honcay over
mysnr\r but at the same time, that
et neccssarly mean that P flty
open mysel.”
Sou

o somcwhat conradico-
1y, Cheon followed wi

ple of a one-way mirror, wmm is
reflective from one side but sec-
through from the other. It was
about leaving even the tiniest
bit of room that connects the
exterior and interior.

And so with the gaps in
his vessels, he s rejecting the
preconception that a bowl or
vase must be enclosed on all

mere preoccupation of creating
these gaps may be another way
of restricting myself.”

e metal crafts industry in
the small country of Korea I cx-
tremely competitive, yet Cheon
established a strong presence over the
years. Domestically, he was the win-
ner of the annual Metalwark and Jew-
elry Award, hosted and organized by
nonferrous metal smelter Korea Zinc,
in 2017, with several more accolades
from the Cheongju Internation-
al Craft Competition,

Craft Trend Fair and

more.
Internationally,
Cheon Lol finalist for

Foundation Craf Prize in 2023

SOLUNA ART GROUP
TRTA Gt o Chi Wes e

Axm:, Cheon works on his wire ves-
sels.

7

for his submission of his “Open vase

0622 a round brown vessel
reminiscent of a traditional moon jar.

As the number of Cheon's shape-

shifting vessels continues to increase
ires Cheon bend:

Bunexliener] by leaving ihe gaps o
between the wires in my piec

Speaking of gaps, you also tend to
Broduceshadows from your vessels

and twists, the more he feels like he is
repeatedly pouring his heart out into
every piece. But i's only inevitable, he

says.

“When you actually think about t,
its only natural to empty something
up again — like with any

following interview has been
edited for length and clarity.

The metalwork world may

Q be infinite, but a significant

portion of it is dedicated t0 oma-

Toti ) desteboiied B i o
le

s there a special
meanlng behind llwm
e always been so focused on
mal ...;, ‘my crafts that 1 never thought
bout how 1 would display them in
‘muscums and galleries. There was this
one time when I noticed (hal ashadow
‘had formed under one of my wire ves-
sels from the bright lighting and it was
so beautiful. IU’s why for a group exhi-
bition at the Seoul Museum of Craft
Art earlier this year, 1 deliberately
staged my vesscls to produce shadows.
It was s0 satisfying (0 see them appear
much less cooped up like in my previ-
ous shows. I think the shadows have

settle the idea of

vessels?

A Lwent through a perod afer
grad school when I contemplat-

‘what the most symbolic craf item

an object everyone uses in their ev-
eryday lives and st 10 the cat-
egory of cals. Throughous genera-
ons, the concept and forms of the

give theillusion of enlarging the space
they're placed in.

How has your work transformed
over the years
e were (wo tuming points in
¢ vessels: once in 2015 and the
in 2020. My initial works were
primarily comprised of wires that all
flowed from the same direction. But
then 1did

my w

hum clothing and food have cease-
cssl

ulv!mmm.nh. but the bowl has .n.

was when 1 «,mplmly Lh.\ngvd it
dircction of my them

shape. | wanied to flly visualize the
essential function of the bowl, whic

nd cmpty out
Ilqnlds or objects through the
concept of yumu [the Ko-
rean word for exis-
tence  and

\
W

AR
\ Ul’} \

ekl by gavea
fresh overall texture.
It was then in mzmlm 1first tried

top of the original metal’s color or use
chemicals to change the colors. Lately,
I've been trying out another thing,
‘which is making my vessels bumpier
than the usual smooth

These changes are h
helps prevent maki
c a tedious routine.

Whats the proces of produc-
ing your wire crafts’

start out I)y skudung.
normally just like any other
s, the silhoucties o the

N vessels on paper. I did study

3-D computer graphicsin col-
lege butpersonally 1 find
them inconvenient, so 1 pre-
fer drawing by hand. But I
don't draw 100 much in detail
because the arrangementof the
wlm cn never be perfectly

\
A\

into four sides and
bend and attach the wires separately,
which are then glued all together.
THExs twe yper alirboiges vaed
10 weld them together: tungsten
28 welding, or 1G, for the p
shape, and silver soldeing when link-
ing the individual wires. Then the ves-
sel undergoes sandblasting for a
thersurface. Finally,
Y Rocaoc e i
it a different color.

What makes me
wire a unique e
in crafts?

Posted 20 Aug 2024

Above: Cheon "
“I don't like feeling

Ipntsonad wad 1t only becomes exibi ater
constantly want applied and it passes
freedom. |I|mug|| the hands of the crafisper-

son, which defines it as onc of the
m.m straightforward materials out
. As for why I chose wire within
e metl category, it's because it's
such a good material 10 create gaps
than you would with metal
boards. They're much more

casy to hmd, 100. 1 guess [
9 zed by the
and flu-

Ifavor honesty over
mystery.”

I
ity 2t
id character
first trying them out
in college

W\

What is your work
philosophy?

W

work, which is very unlike most
craltspeople. I've worked in Goyang
2010, around when I got mar-
ed. After then, 1 only work during
standard business hours, ap-
proximately from 9 a.m. to 5
pam. 1 immerse myself into
my work only during 1
time. This was because 1
used 10 always pick my
children up after pre:
school as my wife also
has a job. For over 10
years, 1 was basically
half-artisan, half-hon
‘maker. Now that the kids
arc older, my schedule has
-come more flexible, but
1 still maintain this life
style. IS not that 1
don't like my work

ork during the d

SOUNARTGROU 50 why muumn 12 1 frequently rec-
Left: “Open vase 0622" by Cheon Woo-
sun. This piece was a finalist for the people because 1 like having dinner
Loewe Foundation Craft Prizein 2023, with my family regularly and having.

His other works include, “Openvase a drink after a long day. That's the joy.
1023,” top, and “Open vase 0324 of my life.
above, shin.minhee@joongang.co.kr




H omo Fa be r https://2024.homofaber.com/ecatalogue/exhibitors/0017Q00000q

Posted Sep 2024
ysIvQAI

= HOMO FABER GUIDE | BIENNIAL | NEXTGEN | 2

BIENNIAL 1- 30 SEPT. 2024

& Back to e-catalogue

57 Objects o
METALWORKER

Woosun Cheon

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Woosun (

eon majored in metal craft at Kyong-gi Univ

s currently active as a meta

traditional Ko

and filling therr

OPEN VASE 0118

ed metal sculptural works through repetitive compositions of metal wires in five solo

ditions, ove

100 group exhibitions, and has rece n around 20 competitions.

Jnited Kingdom, France,

and other count

Exhibited in

Philadelphia Love (Union)

Story

sun Cheon'’s jars re

3s tradition and modernit

minimal in aesthetics. Used in everyday life for a long time, they encapsulate the ¢

craftsmanship




LO EW E FO u n d atl O n https://craftprize.loewe.com/zh/craftprize2023#craftprize2023 Posted May 2023

AE#ZZ8 : Woosun Cheon
SEERMEK : HE
E@RBFR : “Open Vase 0622”
#5 : EBIZ@m
E: RER
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https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward 28716187
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Posted 14 Mar 2018

420481

http://www.snmnews.com/news/articleView.html?idxno

OH
<J
4ar
Mo
nO
il

“CCHS &30l FxH-7tsY MEelct”

=20

cH

©12018.03.14 16:03

A
S

Z7tel kukim@snmnews.com

20UNK| AAEM S£30H7

& RXH0)E 12{otH (iR O|FIF)

prul
)

(

2

2302

Holet §

oaoo
T'_'%T‘

te

7

=530

el

2
=

FHE|BHC.

AlZIE

, 620 X 620 X 700mm, 2015)

x

7l0115, 5,

7t giof

i3

K
=

]

LA)

(1976

X
oF

|

q

= =L 7|8 ARC|R S0t & et

OftH 4%t MALIM

C}.

7|&0| it

OITIAl2F H|ofol] | HA

a1
S

el g2

9

a
=3

20174 10
X 59| 2%t

7
wir

2017 12¢€ 0]
Ch. 24Ol

C}.

1000

=
=



&

Hand Maker

HOME > HAE{O[E > TAKez
B S0t &40 [&2| AAIS OFRE = CIEAR! Bi, (Just
Artl: Beyond Borders)E

QAR @ £21202312140918

HAND MAKER

{Just Artl: Beyond Borders(IX 0fl&s!: Z7IE HO1A)) HA| 22 /UM 713
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0|£2| APt S24X|1, $E=IH ZEIUH Soll= HIEFO2M0| H0IE 7IX|S Zafel TR0l THxE
Ye|of YUt

https://www.handmk.com/news/articleView.html|?idxno=19236
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Posted 14 Dec 2023
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W Korea https://www.wkorea.com/2023/12/21/%EA%B3%B5%EC%98%88%EC%9D%98-
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1 https://borderless.nexonfoundation.org/news/proceeding/2712992
Nexon Foundation Posted 30 Dec 2024
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The End
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