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Choi Young-Wook, Kim Duck-Yong, Kim Young-Hun, Lee Gee-Jo
Date: 3 October - 9 November 2024

Opening Reception: 3 October (Thursday) 6 - 8pm

Venue: Soluna Fine Art, GF, 52 Sai Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Soluna Fine Art proudly presents Pneuma =Z, a group show featuring four established Korean
contemporary artists: Choi Young-Wook, Kim Duck-Yong, Kim Young-Hun and Lee Gee-Jo. The
word pneuma originates from ancient Greek, meaning “breath”, and can also be interpreted as “spirit”
or “soul”. This exhibition aims to break down the boundaries between art and materiality, embodying
the essence of Korean aesthetics and sharing the connected breath between the works and the soul.
Through Pneuma #=Z, each artists intertwine traditional culture with their personal expression,
presenting rich and diverse artistic styles that collectively reflect the unique spirit of contemporary
Korean art.

Through his realistic depictions of the historic Joseon Moon Jar in his paintings, Choi Young-Wook
enables this iconic Korean artifact to transcend both medium and time, making it relevant to us once
more. Choi’s portrayal of the Moon Jar is discernible by his emphasis on ‘bing-ryeol’, the fine ice
crack pattern on its surface, which symbolizes the karmic relationships and encounters in life. While
conveying the narratives and recollections of his own life, Choi’s paintings also invite audiences to
reflect on their personal experiences and memories.

Drawing inspirations from the refined Najeon inlay techniques of the Goryeo period, Kim Duck-Yong
is renowned for his sublime portrayals of nature’s beauty using mother-of-pearl and wood, interpreting
the circle of life and the limitless vitality of the universe. The latest series of works by Kim feature
iridescent circular shapes reminiscent of childhood favorites, such as marbles and soap bubbles. Kim
invites viewers to immerse themselves in this enchanting moment, encouraging them to relive their
most cherished memories and the nostalgic experiences of youth.

Expressing the “Electronic Nostalgia® he experienced from the transition between the analog and
digital generations, Kim Young-Hun explored the dynamic frequency of the digital world using the
traditional Korean painting technique known as Hyuk-pil. His one continuous brushstroke creates
flowing lines on the canvas, highlighting the raw textures and layers left by the leather brush. Kim's
works reflect the rapid changes in everyday life under digital influence, capturing the invisible
vibrations and noises that surround us while expressing his personal emotional shifts through his use
of color.

Ceramic artist Lee Gee-Jo skillfully combines traditional techniques with contemporary aesthetics,
resulting in porcelain masterpieces that showcase the timeless allure of the Moon Jar. As the
ceramicist must throw the upper and lower bodies of such large-scale ceramics separately before
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uniting them into a single piece, the Moon Jar often exhibits subtle imperfections, with a slightly
anomalous shape that resembles the moon’s ever-changing phases. By appreciating the organic
beauty of the Moon Jar, audiences are encouraged to reflect on the perfect imperfection in both art
and everyday life.

Pneuma =2 will be on view at Soluna Fine Art from 3 October to 9 November 2024, with an opening
reception on 3 October (Thurs) at 6 - 8 pm.

Please confirm your attendance here by clicking on the RSVP button.

About Choi Young-Wook

Choi Young-Wook (b. 1964) graduated from Hongik University in Seoul with a B.F.A. in Painting and
an M.F.A. Over the past decade, Choi has devoted his efforts to mastering the moon jar as an art
form. While his technique produces a strikingly lifelike effect on his subject matter, Choi’s ultimate
objective is not merely to replicate the image of the porcelain vessel. His technique and style have
evolved to connect East Asian tradition with the expressive methods of Western modern painting.
Under Choi’s brush, the historic Joseon moon jar transcends space and time, becoming modern and
relevant to us once again. Choi's works are featured in both private collections and museums,
including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, National Museum of Contemporary Art, Gyeonggi
Museum of Contemporary Art, and Philadelphia Museum of Art, among others.

About Kim Duck-Yong

Kim Duck-Yong (b. 1961) was born in Gwangju, Korea, and received his B.F.A. and M.FA. from the
Department of Painting at Seoul National University in Korea. By integrating both traditional and
contemporary practices in his work of art, he, on one hand, follows the tradition of oriental paintings
by using ancient wood as his canvas, which allows the viewer to sense the warmth of nature through
minor details. On the other hand, by highlighting the importance of traditional materials and painting
key iconographies that echo with his heritage, Kim primarily explores the contemporary mechanics of
Korean society. In other words, Kim’s paintings reveal the change of time with its attribute of
intergenerational transience that overarches old and new histories. With works placed in important
institutional collections in Korea such as the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art,
Seoul Museum of Art, Park Soo-Keun Museum, and Gyeonggi Museum of Art, Kim has been
recognized as one of the established artists among the Korean art scene.
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About Kim Young-Hun

Kim Young-Hun (b. 1964 in Nonsan, Korea) is currently based between New York City and Seoul.
He obtained B.FA. in painting from Hongik University and holds two M.FA. from Chelsea College of
Art and Design and Goldsmiths College in London. Living through the transition between the analog
and digital generations, Kim is passionate about observing and deciphering the unknown between
the 1 and O binary codes. His works demonstrate a traditional Korean painting technique called
Hyuk-pil ((£255), in which the painter mixes various colors and paints with rapid strokes using a
leather brush. The multi-colored stripes that seem to flow like ink are made by one continuous brush
stroke across the canvas, with the oil colors melting together and permeating into the canvas. Kim
has exhibited extensively internationally, with over 15 solo and 70 group exhibitions. His paintings are
in several prestigious public and corporate collections, including Bank of America, The Arts Club, and
NUMEerous MuUseums.

About Lee Gee-Jo

Lee Gee-Jo (b. 1959) was born in Jeju, Korea. After graduating from Seoul National University with a
B.A. and an M.A. in pottery, he currently works as a professor at Chung-Ang University’s College of
Arts and Crafts. He has been working on the production and study of white porcelain for many years,
starting with the Korean Craft Special Exhibition in 1987. He has exhibited his works through various
solo exhibitions in Korea and abroad, including the solo exhibition “Modern Transformation of Korean
White Porcelain”, MAISON & OBJETS in Paris, France and the Philadelphia Craft Festival. He has also
participated in leading exhibitions such as the World Ceramic Biennale held in Incheon, the Craft
Trend Fair Exhibition (Korea Craft Promotion Foundation), Korean Crafts 2014 in Milan, Italy, etc.

About Soluna Fine Art

Soluna Fine Art is a gallery specializing in contemporary fine art and craft. Our mission is to revitalize
multicultural aesthetics and philosophy by showcasing exquisite works by established and emerging
artists with traditional values in contemporary dialogue. Works by artists represented by Soluna Fine
Art can be found in private collections and institutions worldwide. Our annual program includes
exhibitions, fairs, educational initiatives, and multi-disciplinary collaborations on an international level.

Iglasaa' El Soluna Fine Art
GF, 52 Sai Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong
Opening hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 10am — 6pm
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For press inquiries, please contact:
Bess Yung: bess@solunafineart.com or +852 2955 5166

Download Press Kit:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yQShY6CxUZHpO iiH93mtyRVX kaMK7d?usp=drive link

Highlight Artwork Image:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-dLaYKizYC2BdLhj8rzo50vd8glvibzFO?usp=drive link

Follow Soluna Fine Art:

Instagram (@solunafineart),

Facebook (facebook.com/SolunaFineArt),
Artsy (artsy.net/soluna-fine-art)
#SolunaFineArt
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Facebook (facebook.com/SolunaFineArt),
Artsy (artsy.net/soluna-fine-art)
#SolunaFineArt
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Angie Dai: angie@solunafineart.com | +852 2955 5166

HEXIE:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yQShYBCxUZHpO iH93mtyRVX kgMK7d?usp=drive link

SIO[2I0|E ZHZ ARl
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-dl aYKjzYC2BdL hj8rzo50vd8glvbzFO?usp=drive link

Follow Soluna Fine Art:

Instagram (@solunafineart),

Facebook (facebook.com/SolunaFineArt),
Artsy (artsy.net/soluna-fine-art)
#SolunaFineArt

&

G/F, 52 Sai Street, Sheung Wan | www.solunafineart.com | contact@solunafineart.com


mailto:angie@solunafineart.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yQShY6CxUZHp0_iiH93mtyRVX_kgMK7d?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-dLaYKjzYC2BdLhj8rzo5Ovd8glvbzFO?usp=drive_link
https://www.instagram.com/solunafineart/
https://www.facebook.com/SolunaFineArt
https://www.artsy.net/soluna-fine-art
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/solunafineart/

