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Lee Kang-hyo came to London in 2014 as part of the special exhibition hosted by the
Korea Craft and Design Foundation at Tent London. This event was followed later that
year by a solo show at Goldmark Gallery in Uppingham. Lee now has another solo
exhibition, at Sylvester Fine Art in Belsize Village, in collaboration with Goldmark.

Lee Kang-hyo

Sylvester Fine Art | 64 Belsize Lane | London NW3 58] |
www.sylvesterfineart.co.uk

Wed - Fri: 11.00am to 6.30pm | Sat: 10.00am to 6.00pm | Sun: 10.00am to
4.00pm

From 11 May for four weeks

Lee Kang-hyo was born in Seoul in South Korea and is world famous for
mastering the traditional Korean technique called Onggi - a technique that
allows him to make enormous, often man-sized pots.

Lee is a spiritual man who has undertaken a lifelong search for what he terms ‘a
beautiful life' and it is through his work with clay and the love of his family that
he is achieving that ambition. Lee’s work has always been a personal favourite of
ours and as far as we can discover, his work has not been available to buy in
London before. You can view some of his exceptional work in world class
museum collections all over the world and now you have a chance to own your
Lee Kang-hyo pot.

Posted May 11, 2016

Lee Kang-hyo - Biography

Born in 1961, Lee Kang-hyo studied a Bachelor of Fine Arts at Hongik
University, graduating in 1983. He then worked for three years as an
apprentice in Onggi pottery in the South Kyongsang Province. After
training in the technique and a further three years working as an
assistant, Lee started his own studio where he developed his pottery
with his wife, also a ceramicist, building the kiln they still use to this
day.

Lee is widely regarded as one of the finest Korean potters working
today and his pots tell the story of a man'’s search for a beautiful life,
through his work with clay and the love of his family. Set against the
backdrop of his South Korean studio, his pots give an insight into the
spiritual journey that Lee took and which plays a vital part in his artistic
practice today.

Lee is world-famous for mastering the traditional Korean technique
called Onggi - a technique that allows him to make enormous, often
man-sized pots which he then decorates using an exciting explosion of
glaze and colour in his own inimitable fashion.

Lee has exhibited all over the world and his work is held in many
important public and private collections including V&A Museum, British
Museum, London, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Art Institute of
Chicago and International Ceramic Museum, Italy.

Lee Kang-hyo - Artist Statement

The work of an artist reflects his or her life. The temperament of a
person is influenced by one’s natural environment. When traveling
around the country, mountains are like screen folds enabling one to
marvel and be awestruck by the essence of nature. The everlasting
theme in my work is based on mountains, fields and sky. Everything
that exists has its own reason and beauty. Making something with clay
with the hands and then painting white over the surface is an
expression of my dream. I am alive at this minute.

Finding life’s meaning is too vast and confusing. It is a struggle and a
conflict to find the inner self. Life is not that exceptional nor does it
contain a great meaning, yet mere existence itself is precious and
beautiful. Making art is like setting off to travel to find peace in the
mind. On the throwing wheel, a concentric circle is made then
numerous different circular shapes are created. Through this clay a
space and a mass is created. This space contains my life. It is I.

There is joy in taking a deep breath and viewing mountains; life is
definitely worthwhile just for the fact that I am able to see and exist.
Furthermore, I make things that can be looked at and enjoyed. My work
is an expression of everything that exists. It is my life itself.
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Lee Kang-hyo: the Jackson Pollock of
the sculpture world
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‘action painting’.

Lee Kang-hyo - Credit: Archant

The first opportunity to buy the exquisite ceramics of Korean potter Lee
Kang-hyo in London is offered by Sylvester Fine Arts in Belsize Village

But for admirers of contemporary ceramics who can covet but not afford
such objects, a visit to the gallery can still be rewarding.

There's much to look at and to learn, not least because of a film showing
the dextrous potter in action in his South Korean studio. It tells the story of
his search for a beautiful life through his work with clay and the love of his
family.

Kang-hyo is world famous for his mastery of onggi, a traditional form of
Korean earthenware.

Itis used for huge pots for fermenting and storing foods vital to the Korean
diet such as kimchi and soy sauce - and also for rice wine. Adding sand to
iron-rich clay means that onggi jars are waterproof yet porous, retaining
moderate temperature and humidity, so they are ideal for the pastes made
annually by Korean families.

Their monumental sculptural character and simple aesthetic appealed to
Kang-hyo as a ceramics student in the 70s but, by then, refrigeration meant
techniques used to make onggi pots since S000BC had started to
disappear.

Posted Jun 4, 2016

He sought out an Onggi Master and spent three years perfecting his skills
with the long coils of clay formed into pots with a wheel and paddle.

But though many of his shapes are traditional, Kang-hyo is an innovator
who appeals to a modern audience.

He is the first potter to combine onggi techniques with punch'?ng
decoration.

In this form of Korean earthenware a coarse dark pot is coated with a
white slip and then decorated by carving.

He has used flowers, leaves, fish and trees as motifs but considers that
the everlasting theme of his work is the mountains, fields and sky.

The documentary made by Alex Wright for Goldmark Gallery, Uppingham in
2014, has an extraordinary climax where Kang-hyo performs his “action
painting”, which began on a visit to America in 2001.

Flicking, spattering and smearing glaze on the huge pot — and inevitably
himself — may bring Jackson Pollock’s working method to mind but the
emotional charge conveyed is distinctively his own.

Kang-hyo has compared making art to travelling to find peace in the mind.

“On the throwing wheel, a concentric circle is made then numerous
different circular shapes are created,” he wrote in a recent artist's
statement.

“Through this clay a space and a mass is created. This space contains my
life. Itis 1"

Until next Sunday, June 12, at 64 Belsize Lane NW3. Wednesday to Friday
11am to 6.30pm. Saturday 10am to 6pm, Sunday 10am to 4pm. DVD £10.
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) R&én ‘"U‘;";"‘;;a,‘:ree Now [ sonue | “My documentary tells the story of Lee Kang-hyo's search for a beautiful life, through his work

with clay and the love of his family,” says director Alex Wright, a story that “gives an insight

S U P R Py into the spiritual journey that plays a vital part in his artistic practice.” For Lee, this had to do

How a Korean Potter Found a “Beautiful Life” Through His Art: A Short,
Life-Affirming Documentary

in Art | November 15th, 2017 1 Comment
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Master - film about a n potter

Tlike to think I appreciate all aspects of the culture of South Korea, where [ live, but different
attractions bring different foreigners here. Some come for the food, some come for the music
(pop, traditional, or somewhere in between), some come for the medical tourism. Others, like
British ceramicist Roger Law, come for the pottery. The half-hour documentary above will
give you an idea of what makes Korean pottery, and the Korean potters who craft i, so
distinctive, taking viewers into the workshop of Lee Kang-hyo, who has become famous by
there bringing together the distinct traditions of onggi glazed earthenware pottery and
buncheong white slip decoration.

“As a high school student, I asked myself some fundamental questions.” says Lee in voiceover
as we watch him beat the clay of what looks more and more like a large jar into shape. “What
would be good to do for a living? What is my best talent? How can I enjoy a lfe of peace? It
was then I decided to become an artist.” As he creates, he tells us about the long history of
pottery in Korea and his experience practicing and mastering the traditions in which he
works. Looked at onggi, he says, ‘I never thought they were simply big jars. I thought they
were great sculpture””

as much with the heart and mind as with the hand, loosening up and lightening up even as he
grew more skilled, a realization that first occurred when he became friendly with Japanese
master potter Koie Ryoji. “Kang-hyo, why don't you try to change your thinking?” Lee
remembers Koie asking after he presented him with his latest piece. “And he lifted it up and

Essentials

1,700 Free Online

Courses.

200 Online Certificate

m.;mzm‘ms Fr— crushed it. He said: ‘Form doesn't always have to be straight. It can be beautiful.”

Mini-Degree

Progams’_ That lesson holds in other cultural spheres as well. “Ceramic culture is very closely connected
e to dietary life and food culture;” Lee observes. “Korea has developed a fermented food culture.

Bk Alot of foods are fermented and stored, such as sauces and kimchi,” which might stay in their
i ceramic jars for years before consumption. And so “Korea has developed the skills to make big
200 Free Textbooks jars, more than any other country” with the “quickest and most perfect forms.” This might
00ree Longueo sound like the makings of a rustic, utilitarian pottery — and indeed cuisine — but in fact the
1oreBusess o work of Lee and other Korean masters increasingly aligns with the growing global taste for

coues Sun Ra ot UC Berkeley things outwardly simple but inwardly refined. In that particular sensibility, whether expressed
;::u: ;:‘;E:a. Richard Feynman as pottery or food or music or anything else, Korea might well lead the world.

Joseph Campbell

Support Us ;'g”mwd Lee Kang-hyo ‘Onggi Master will be added to our collection of Free Documentaries, a subset of
Were hoping to rely Jorge Luis Borges our collection, 4,000+ Free Movies Online: Great Classics, Indies, Noir, Westerns,
N i Documentaries & More.
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Ceramics Mas

ter Lee Rang-Hyo on
Modernising Korean Stoneware and His New
Hong Rong Exhibition
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GOVER Artist Lee Kang-hyo (Photo: Courtesy of the artist and Soluna Fine Art)

Artist Lee Kang-hyo is considered one of the finest Korean ceramicists today.

Ahead of his new exhibition in Hong Kong, he tells Tatler about his missi
reinterpret Korean Buncheong

South Korean artist Lee Kang-hyo is regarded as one of the country’s finest potters today. It comes as no
surprise as the artist has spent the last 40 years interpreting the Korean Buncheong—traditional Korean
stoneware—in his own way. Lee eventually mastered the skill of applying liquefied white clay to the surface
of vessels and platters. For him, the ceramic surfaces are like paper for ink brush painting.

Other than his work in Buncheong, Lee is also renowned for his moon jars, a type of traditional white
porcelain from the late Joseon period. Its popularity and interest have steadily has skyrocketed internationally
over the years, with RM from the pop band, BTS even purchasing his own.

With an exhibition underway at the Korean Culture Centre in Hong Kong called Ode to the Moon until
March 12, Tatler catches up with the Korean artist in this exclusive interview to discuss his vision of
modernising Korean Buncheong, how ceramics as an art form has changed over the years and the emerging
popularity of moon jars internationally.
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You spent 40 years endeavouring to interpret the Korean Buncheong in your own way. What about Korean
Buncheong interested you in the first place?

Traditionally, oriental paintings are painted with black ink on white paper whereas Buncheong ware involves
painting and decorating with white soil on a black earthen background. This technique is quite unique
because it can express light and shadows by painting with white soil onto the colour of natural soil and
express various pictorial language.

It's been 40 years. Do you think you have found the style you're looking for?

For an artist at work, it’s about the process of finding oneself and building the style according to one’s ideas
and perspectives on life. Ultimately, the artist’s ideas and spirit represent the art itself. Style is something that
flows like water and is always in a constant state of flux because flowing allows endless changes instead of
rotting. For me as an artist, there’s no permanent form. There’s only a continuous progressive form. There’s
also no fixed style because the ever-evolving artist’s life is the style.

Nature is important in your work. How has it influenced the type of artist you are throughout your childhood
to this day?

I believe that nature exists by itself. It doesn’t require human touch and logic. We feel comfortable and happy
when we look at nature because suddenly, we are teleported into a realm where all our thoughts stop, and we
are merely required to look. Artists, myself included, cannot recreate nature but can only express the quality
of nature. Nature is the mother of all things; it’s the universe itself.

Read also: 9 Art Exhibitions Not to Miss in Hong Kong in January 2022
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Lee Kang-hyo: Potter of the Four Elements
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Shoji Hamada, Ryoji Koie, Jun Kaneko, Peter Voulkos; all have made some very big pots, and all have treated ceramics as a performance art.
The motion, even drama of making, whether in the privacy of the studio or the public arena of workshop demonstration, has been integral to
their practice. The process feeds the potter and it feeds the pots, the ‘bodily transference’ about which Michael Cardew and Patrick Heron
have written. Heron has described the matter of making as an innately physical act of expression, a pent-up creative tension released from
the diaphragm and through the arm and hands. Artists like Voulkos or Koie have worked rapidly, with a kind of gestural attack. As Voulkos
said, ‘The quicker | work the better..if | start thinking and planning, | start contriving and designing. | work mostly from gut feeling.’
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