Artist News Clippings (Highlights)

SOLUNA

FINE ART



Lee Gee-Jo | b. 1959 in Korea

SOLUNA

FINE ART



English

Korean Ceramic Art (15 Aug 2009)
Monocle (Mar 2018)

Asia Week New York (8 Dec 2021)
Arts and Science (23 Jun 2022)
London Korean Links (10 Apr 2023)
Glasstire (16 May 2024)

The Standard (1 Nov 2024))

Chinese
° Day Off Media (Jan 2021)
e  Ztylez (19 Jan 2022)

SUMMARY corenn

° JoongAng libo (4 Aug 1994)

Arts and Culture (13 Nov 2013)
Yonhap News (2 Apr 2014)

Jeju Sori (14 Jan 2015)

Happy Design House (1 Jul 2015)
Jeju News (6 Dec 2017)
Woodplanet (8 May 2023)

Sports Seoul (19 Jul 2023)

Daily Hankook (9 Sep 2024)

Next pages are chronologically ordered from En, Fr, Ch, Kr.



&

KO rean Ce ram |C Art http:/koreanceramicart.blogspot.com/2009/07/lee Posted: 15 Aug 2009

-gee-jo.html

korean ceramic art



http://koreanceramicart.blogspot.com/2009/07/lee-gee-jo.html
http://koreanceramicart.blogspot.com/2009/07/lee-gee-jo.html

&

Monocle

https://monocle.com/magazine/issues/111/

ee Gee JO
T,adiﬁO"a’ methods and modern design

«My design identity comes from Joseon
pynasty traditional white porcelain,”
says potter Lee Gee Jo (pictured, right).
Born and raised in Jeju Island, he stud-
ied ceramics at Seoul National University
in the 1980s and today stands as one of
the leading authorities in the traditional
Korean craft. He works from his studio in
Anseong city, an hour’s drive from Seoul.
“After the dynasty ended, the traditional
kiln stopped under the colonisation. The
craft then restarted in Icheon after inde-
pendence in 1048,” he says, “I'm the first
generation to use the traditional method
but create modern design.”

While the traditional style favours
artistic forms, the modern school leans to
more usable shapes. Lee’s works are a per-
fect hybrid of the two. His plates, bowls
and teacups are made with fine white clay
that’s available in Anseong. The products
are smooth to the touch and stunning to
see, yet they are also intended to be used
rather than displayed. — JT

Portfolio highlights

Teacup
ﬁnely made with a chunky
silhouette: functional beauty

Plate

Thg minimal, plain design fit
dining situation.

Bowl!

Nice and deep: perfect for s
or noadles.

Posted: Mar 2018


https://monocle.com/magazine/issues/111/

: https://asiaweekny.com/hk-art-and-antiques-lic-ex
Asia Week New York hibition-extended/ Posted: 8 Dec 2021

HK Art and Antiques LLC Exhibition Extended

December 8, 2021

Dreams of Nature
November 11, 2021-January 29, 2022

This exhibition includes paintings by Woonsook Kim and ceramics by Geejo Lee, who are both Korean artists.

Wonsook Kim creates story-based figurative paintings that are poetic and ethereal in their fluid execution and mythical
subject matter. She accepts that calligraphy has a clear influence on her work because she grew up surrounded by images
of this type. Kim’s artworks are the result of her lifetime experiences in Korea and the United States. The highlight among
her recent paintings is Walking the Dry Land Ill from the series The Wilderness (Gwang-ya) paintings.

Geejo Lee, Moon Jar, 2020, white porcelain, 19 1/8 in. high

Geejo Lee was born on Jeju Island. He received both his BA and MA from Seoul National University. In his pieces, Lee is
fully with P g the unique ics of Joseon white in. This Moon Jar, dated 2020, is one of the
best works from his series of moon jars.
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https://arts-science.com/en/editorial/bts-Igj/

Arts and Science

g and creating pottery with the same hands reflect his approach. He believes pottery should be approached with

ARTS & SCIENCE

the same mindscr, treating it as part of daily life rather than something special. Such an attitude, he belicves, is well-suited to the
creation of white porcelain. Lee belicves thar the beauty, elegance, and sophistication brought out in the white porcelain come.

from the very essence of Joscon white porcelain itself

Behind the Scenes — Lee Gee Jo

The standards of beauty, the scope that Korean craftsmanship can reach, the spiritual and physical norms applied to the work

Lee Gee Jo, a leading figure in contemporary Korean white porcelain and a professor at Chung-Ang University College of
all of these remain crystallized within Joscon white porcelain. Surely, they lic deep within, beyond reach, even after a lifetime of
Arts, has been featured by AKS since 2012. This introduction explores how his simple and practical white porcelain picces.
work?
based on traditional Joscon Dynasty techniques, are created, including background information on the production process

and on the artist himself
Though it may be impossible to fully reach, understanding the profound depth of Joscon white porcelain and striving to attain it

is what guides Lee Gee Jo.

The Work

- White Porcelain that Transforms with Its User

- White Porcelain Clay Craftsmanship What immediately strikes us when we first cncounter a completed white porcelain vessel, Lee Gee Jo says, i not its appearance
but the tactile sense of the porcelain as an object. A potter, he believes, must create something that compels people to touch it or

ez Ges Jo's white porcelain Iy distinguished by Irs relinement and!Himeless clegrnce Fle cmphasizet that focusing pnithe to imagine serving food on it. When a beautiful vessel is completed, he sometimes finds himself contemplating what dishes would

approach to the craft and understanding the clay is more important than the sculptural features. The clay used for white porcelain be most fitting to serve in it. He places great importance on the idea that it s through use that a vessel comes to life and its value

is fundamentally different from that used for celadon: it is less viscous and lacks plasticity, making detailed shaping difficult. As a_is truly realized.

result, the porcelain picces are crafted to be simple and sophisticated. The minimalist approach, which is difficult to achieve
through detailed sculpting, is connected to the nature of white porcelain. Lee stresses that this approach s essential to working  The vessels created vary widely, from simple and classical white porcelain to those inspired by the history of Joseon white

with white porcelain porcelain but designed to fit modern dining sensibilitics. Lee says that such vessels can further transform through the unique

presentation and diverse uses of their owners. Not only the appearance of the vessel but also the place and time ofits use can

The physicality of labor is a profound world. Enjoying the work and labor as if it were a form of play. The clegance and mindset become more appealing depending on how it is used. The charm of Lee Gee Jo's vesscls lics in their ability to change form due to

that a ceramic artist possesses are reflected directly in the Korean white porcelain; their simplicity while maintaining a strong sense of presence as objects,

- The Essence of Ceramics

Lee Gee Jo began working in ceramics during his second year of university. At that time, the dominant trend in Korean ceramics
was the pursuit of abstract expression. Many ceramics picces produced at the time were not functional items but rather ceramic
sculptures intended for display and viewing. His peers at university were primarily focused on creating such sculprural works. Lee
also started ceramics and continued to work on ceramic sculpture, or contemporary ceramic modeling, even after advancing to
the master's program,

However, s he continued his work, Lee began to question the identity of his creations. Contemporary ceramic models

several valuable qualities, such as visual innovation, inventive techniques, and technical exploration. Nevertheless, i is rare for

these works to have a dircct connection to people’s dailylivs
Thus, Lee decided to reassess his own work by rethinking the fundamental clements of contemporary Korean ceramics and
sccking out its oors. This journey led him to Joscon white porcelain, which is elebrated as one of Korea's finest cultural legacies
with a rich historical background. By examining the context of the era when Joscon white porcelain was made, he learned that the
overallstandrd of cafe, ncluding ceramics, ainting, and calligraphy, was much higher than it s today, posessing skils and

contextual qualities that remain unmatched

Reflecting on how to carry forward the history of Joscon white porcelain into the present era and how to create new works led

Lee to reevaluate the fandamentals of daily life. Living in harmony with nature and creating ceramics from the everyday aspects

of life is akin to the practices of those who made pottery in traditional kilns in the past. His firm belicf that “ceramics are always

present in my life” is grounded in the rhythm of daily living, and it is from this routine that he is able to create beautiful white

porcelain picces,

Posted: 23 Jun 2022

The Artist

- Life and Pottery

Lee Gee Jo has maintained an atelier in Anscong, which has been his base since the winter of 1998, and continues to produce
white porcelain that incorporates the techniques of Joscon white porcelain whil reflecting the sensibilties of contemporary
times. The campus of ChungAng University, where Lee has served as a professor in the College of Ares since 1995, is also located
Anscong, like Jeju fsland, which is Lee's birthplace, is blessed with a rich natural environment and has a strong connection to
poteery, with traditionl folk kilns present throughout the city. It i also a rare place where historicall significant white porcelain
is occasionally unearthed. For context, Joseon white porcelain achieved an exceptionally high standard as acraft and was highly

valued, with its production managed by the central dynasty. These managed kilns are sometimes referred to as official kilns.

In Anscong, Lee lives in harmony with nature and continues his work. He resides in a place that serves as both his atelier and
home, where he leads a nearly selfsufficient lifestyle. At home, he grows crops and keeps chickens. He takes walks around his
s with crops whose

home in the morning and evening, observing the natural surroundings. While working in the fields, he cngs

expressions change daily. He then harvests these crops and serves them in dishes, which he enjoys with appreciation. He cherishes

the daily rhythm of his life and ensures that ccramics remain a significant part of his routine.

According to Lee, the various scenes that catch his eye during walks, the meditation he performs to reset his mind, the silence

during concentrated work, and the time spent on agricultural labor all contain a shared element. “Ceramics are always a part of

my life? he explains. Everything is encompassed within daily life—time for ccramics, meals, walks, and contemplation. The
thythm of life he refers to is, in many ways, quite simple. This s because the interaction with nature, essential daily tasks, and

ceramics exist as a seamless, unbounded whole. Each component appears to have a distinct form.


https://arts-science.com/en/editorial/bts-lgj/

https://londonkoreanlinks.net/2023/04/10/moon-jar

London Korean Links

Posted: 10 Apr 2023

-the-untold-story-at-cromwell-place/

Moon Jar: The Untold Story, at Cromwell Place

2 minute read

An exhibition designed to overlap with London Craft Week:

Moon Jar: The Untold Story, at Cromwell Place

Date: Wednesday 3 May - Sunday 14 May 2023

Venue: Cromwell Place | 4 Cromwell Place | South Kensington | London SW7 2JE
| cromwellplace.com | [Map]

Tickets: Free | Reserve your slot here

Exhibition will be in the Arc Gallery

Special events:

Sunday 7 May, 2:00pm: Exhibition Tour: Walk-through with the exhibition curator,
Lloyd Choi | Book here

Tuesday 9 May, 6:30pm: Artist Talk: Meet the Korean Moon Jar Artist, Ree Soo-
jong | Book here

The Moon Jar is a sculptural form that became an icon in contemporary ceramic
history and is celebrated in both the UK and Korea. Echoing the shape of a
floating full moon, the traditional white Moon Jar, made from two porcelain
hemispheres, dates back to the Joseon Dynasty (14th-19th centuries).

Historically the Moon Jar has been prized for the artistry required to achieve a
seamless, continuous curved surface and for its ability to express Confucian ideas
of purity, simplicity and austerity. However the exhibition will explore how
contemporary Korean makers are radically reinventing this traditional form.

For many years the Moon Jar’s powerful identity and place within Korean ceramic
tradition has overshadowed the individuality of modern potters. Moon Jar: ‘The
Untold Story’will focus on modernist potters and contemporary artists who are
making and un-making this iconic jar form.

Modern masters Ree Soo-jong and Lee Gee-jo are shown alongside Yun Ju-cheol
and Park Sung-wook and the exhibition will also introduce two young female
artists Choi Bo-ram and Kwak Hye-young.

Organised by Korea Craft and Design Foundation & curated by Lloyd Choi.
Exhibition presented as part of London Craft Week 2023.


https://londonkoreanlinks.net/2023/04/10/moon-jar-the-untold-story-at-cromwell-place/
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Glasstire
Gllasstore

(Texas visual art)

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston Reinstalls Arts of Korea Gallery

by Jessica Fuentes May 16, 2024

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH) has reinstalled its Arts of Korea
Gallery, with a focus on the Joseon dynasty.

The Arts of Korea Gallery was established in 2007 and was the first gallery
dedicated to Korean art in the Southern U.S. Then, in 2014, the MFAH
presented Treasures from Korea: Arts and Culture of the Joseon Dynasty, 1392-
1910, the first comprehensive survey of art from the Joseon dynasty to be
organized in the U.S. Over the years, the museum’s Korean art collection has
expanded through gifts, acquisitions, and loans from the National Museum of

Korea.

In a press release, Gary Tinterow, Director and Margaret Alkek Williams Chair
of the MFAH, commented, “We are very pleased to once again partner with the
National Museum of Korea to present some of their most treasured objects to

our audiences in Houston. These objects will illuminate for visitors the beauty
and artistry of Korean culture across generations.”

1y at the Mus

https://glasstire.com/2024/05/16/museum-of-fine-

arts-houston-reinstalls-arts-of-korea-gallery/

Bradley Bailey, MFAH’s Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Curator of Asian Art,
added, “The MFAH’s Arts of Korea Gallery has been completely transformed,
embodying the austere beauty and artistic restraint of Korea’s Joseon period
with the cutting-edge, sleek aesthetics of contemporary Korea.” He continued,
“Seemingly suspended inside new, completely transparent cases, striking
white ceramics, elegantly shaped jars, and finely carved dining tables, are
accompanied by a recent acquisition, a monumental masterwork by
contemporary Korean artist Ran Hwang. Made of over 100,000 buttons
hammered into panels, it represents the palace gates of the great Joseon
palaces of Seoul, showing the enduring beauty and importance of Korean art of

this period.”

During the Joseon dynasty, which lasted over 500 years, the yangban, a class of
men, governed alongside the king. The yangban were scholars and much of
their lives were closely tied to studying and writing. As part of the
reinstallation of the Arts of Korea Gallery, many of the historical works on
view include writing implements and accessories that blend practicality with
artistry.

Arts, Houston, 2024

The installation also features porcelain ritual bowls and vessels, a ten-panel
19th-century folding screen that depicts a panoramic view of a mountain
range, and two contemporary works on Joseon-era subjects. Geejo Lee’s Moon
Jar was acquired by the MFAH in 2019 and is a contemporary version of an
iconic form of Korean ceramics originally referred to as daeho, meaning “big
jar.” Ran Hwang’s First Wind, which Mr. Bailey described above, depicts views
of the Five Grand Palaces of Seoul, which were built during the Joseon
Dynasty.

Posted: 16 May 2024

This reinstallation of the Arts of Korea Gallery is the latest in a series of
reimagined and newly conceived permanent collection galleries. In December
2023, the museum debuted The Albert and Ethel Herzstein Gallery for Judaica,
a permanent gallery space for works of art made by and for Jewish
communities throughout the world. Earlier in 2023, the MFAH opened the
Hossein Afshar Galleries for Art of the Islamic Worlds, building on a decade-
long collaboration with the al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait. In June 2022, the
museum reinstalled its European galleries to present a broader history
including cross-cultural connections.

The Arts of Korea Gallery is part of the MFAH’s permanent collection galleries.
Read about admission costs and plan your visit at the museum’s website.
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The Standard

https://www.thestandard.com.hk/section-news/sec

tion/12/267412/Breath-it-all-in

M From far left: The Most Beautiful Day by Kim Duck Yong; p2111-
Electronic Nostalgia, top; p24004-Electronic Nostalgia by Kim Young

Hun, bott

of Py ; details of The Most Beautiful

Day; details of Borrowed Scenery - Time and Space by Kim Duck Yong,

Posted: 01 Nov 2024

top; and Karma 2024 7-2 and Karma 2024 7-3 by Choi Young-wook

Breath it all in

Yolanda Kei

Embrace and immerse in Korean
culture as you visit Soluna Fine Art's
ongoing exhibition - Pneuma, on
show until November 9.

“We always try our best to
present the true essence of Korean
art at Soluna Fine Art - which often
appears simple yet sophisticated
and has a deeper meaning beyond
the surface,’said Soluna Fine Art
partner and director Mirinai Choi.

The word “pneuma” originates
from ancient Greek, meaning
“breath,’and can also be interpreted
as “spirit” or “soul.” The group show
curated by the gallery features four
established Korean artists - Choi
Young Wook, Kim Duck Yong, Kim
Young Hun and Lee Gee Jo.

“All four are established Korean
contemporary artists and each one
interweaves traditional Korean
culture with their own perspective,
expressions, and medium, all

together embodying the unique
spirit of contemporary Korean art,”
said Choi.

On the ground floor, you'll get to
see two skillfully crafted Moon Jar
ceramics by Lee. Moon Jar is one of
the most significant white porcelains
made during the Joseon dynasty,
made simply for its appreciation
- reflecting on Korean identity. The
subtle imperfections and slightly
anomalous shapes of Lee’s pieces
reflect the moon’s phases.

You could also view the jars on
apainted canvas when strolling
through the ground floor with

Choi's realistic depictions. His
emphasis on “bing-ryeol,” the fine
ice crack pattern on the surface of
the Moon Jar, symbolizes the karmic
relationships and encounters in life.

Choi’s paintings invite audiences
to reflect on their own experiences
and memories while conveying
narratives from his own life.

Just on the wall in the reception
area, hangs The Most Beautiful Days
in Life by Kim Duck Yong. The artist’s
new series of paintings features
these beautiful marbles scattered
across the canvas.“It resembles the
marbles we all loved to play with

and the soap bubbles we used to
catch and blow in our childhood. In
my work, | tried to express the most
blossoming period of our lives, the
time of ‘the most beautiful days in
life}” said Kim.“Through my work, |
aim to convey the concept of life's
eternal nature”

And be sure to check out
Electronic Nostalgia by Kim Young
Hun. Kim explores the dynamic
frequency of the digital world using
the traditional Korean painting
technique “Hyuk-pil” - in which
continuous brushstrokes create
flowing lines on the canvas.
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