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To show the star — Just do it, 2016, Ink and color powder on rice paper,
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@ asian contemporary art

A selection of the best from the Asian art scene today
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SUNDOO KIM - ARTIST

English version

Sundoo Kim is an established artist in South Korea. He was born in Jangheung in Jeollanam-Do and
came up to Seoul when he was 14 years old. Though, he couldn't adapt to Seoul life, spending on his
time most of those days alone. Furthermore, he has not been intrigued by anything except painting. He
eventually got a master degree in Korean painting but he couldn't get along with friends. His lonely and
uncommon youth life became the inspiration of his artworks. He found a inner beauty from our
ordinary life such as scenes of non famous circus which is conducted by hard working traveling
performers, or people working for a street food located outside of fancy city lights. He felt empathy with
them. They are not main influencers in society but their life is truly valuable and beautiful. He depicted
their life which is not visible but essential. At first, he mainly drew figures, and then he has been drawing
a variety of drawings ranging from ordinary artefacts to landscapes. These days, he evangelises his new
perspective through these messages : « We only can notice important things if we go slow » and

« Valuable things are invisible just like stars are only visible in darkness. »

Sundoo Kim has been trying lots of experiments based on traditional Jangji paper techniques of Korean
painting. His artworks take both of contemporary sense and an aesthetic of traditional Korean Painting.
He studied Korean Painting in Chung Ang University in South Korea and got a master degree. Today, he
is a professor in this university.

COLLABORATE &
SUPPORT

Portrait of Sundoo Kim in his studio

ACA project: | heard that you came to Seoul from Jeollanam-Do when you
were 14 years old and this period affected your life a lot...

Sundoo Kim: | was a quite naive and curious child when | lived in the countryside in Jeollanam
Do. But kids who were spending their childhood in Seoul, the center of South Korea, were not
like me, so | couldn't get along with them nor get used to life in Seoul.

ACA project: It is really captivating how you got interested in people’s life
who are surrounding us but hard to notice in our daily life. Can you tell us
more about this source of inspiration?

Sundoo Kim: | have always been alone, quietly, and | always sat in the back during class. One
day, | watched a circus and performers who worked so hard, sweating, and | was thinking that
they were beautiful regardless they were a minority who ddid't get a spot light on TV.

As soon as | arrived in Seoul, | felt it is a spectacular city, under those fancy lights, but when |

dig up inside of it, there are so many people who work hard but don't get what they deserve. |
thought people who live in Seoul have something special that's far from me, but at the end of
the day, they were just the same as me. | realised and found a beauty from their ordinary life
that no one has paid attention to before.

Now, | am trying to draw my thought from my ordinary life through not only people but also
objects and landscapes. It's also about essence and true beauty. I'm showing them in a series
of « 1 will show you the Stars » or « Slow Landscape. »

Posted June, 2020

ACA project: You have been using Jang Ji paper for a long time. Is there any
reason you keep using this type of paper?

sundoo Kim: | learned the technique of the Jang Ji from Jongsang Lee (b.1938). Jang Ji is one of
the representative techniques in Korean painting. One of the big advantages of Jang Ji paper
technique is the capability of layering different brush strokes on a paper many times so that
the viewers can notice the colour from the underneath layer subtly. They can feel the depth.
Another advantage of this paper is that it s forgiving to make a mistake since it requires lots of
layering of brush strokes, which can cover what you have painted. Jang i paper is really tough
and durable. So, Jongsang Lee called Jang Ji “a paper of aesthetic of forgiving and tolerance,
and you know, these characteristics very resemble to Korean people’s culture and innate.

ACA project: You said that “Korean Painting has to be recognised as a
contemporary painting now, not a traditional one.” What do you think of the
identity of Korean Painting?

Sundoo Kim: | have recently tried to use canvas and oil painting instead of the traditional
medium of Korean Painting. The most important thing is not about the medium that we use. It
is about what we get realised, | mean, the idea is what is most important. You don't have to be
captivated by the traditional Korean painting materials like Han Ji or an ink stick just because
you are a Korean Painter. Try everything you can to convey your idea to the people. If you think
multimedia is the best medium for showing your artworks, it is okay to use it

Nonetheless, | suggest that we need to be very knowledgeable about our unique aesthetic
aspects of the Korean Painting that can only be found only in it. Knowing about the unique
beauty of Korean Painting is similar to climbing. To see the grand view, you have to climb to the
peak, and then you can think about where you want to go. Once you are at the peak, you can
make a decision how to show your artworks in your own way.

ACA project: What are your upcoming projects?
sundoo Kim: | am going to participate in some group exhibitions in Korea this September,
including the Yeosu International Art Festival, « Literary Painting Exhibition, Kim Sowol »

at Kyobo Gallery and « The back of the landscape » at Fill Gallery. In 2 years, | am
planning to hold a private exhibition at Hakgojae Gallery in Korea where | am attached now.

Interview by Hyojin Cho - June 2020
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